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no room to question but he could hear him ; unless,
as Elijah said to the priests of Baal, he might be
busy, or asleep, or gone a journey; which seldom
happens to him, so as to be out of the way of mis-
chief.

N. B. Here indeed I ought to make some small
apology for what I happened to say of the honour-
able person I just now mentioned, and who I seemed
to suggest was not to be believed ; which expression
(he being a person of honour) I ought to explain, as
I do by these presents, and in manner and form fol-
lowing ; that is to say, that he is always to be be-
lieved, in all cases, and relating to all persons, but
himself; but he claiming a right and privilege of
slandering himself, and being exceeding fond of
being thought wickeder than he is, I ventured, by
way of observation, to suspect his veracity, when he
talks of his father's only son; knowing that as he
has so constantly boasted of sins he was never able
to commit, and that everything must be false which
cannot be true, so there is no credit to be given to
him in that particular.

But in all other cases you must understand me to
acknowledge him for a man of as nice a taste, and
as strict an observer of truth and decency, as ever
Satan corresponded with; which public acknowledg-
ment I hope he will take for ample satisfaction.

Now, with pardon for the needful digression
above, I go on with repeating in substance what I
concluded before, viz., that this difficulty is so great
that I cannot easily get over it, viz., to resolve who
began the acquaintance between Satan and our an-
cestors of the East, for there it seems they first cor-
responded.

Nor can I proceed historically in my present un-
dertaking, without coming to a certainty in this
point, and until it is determined one way or other;
and for that reason, I think I must for the present,